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Media reporting on disaster risk and climate change in the Philippines has always been spotty. Often, 
important and critical issues are underreported or not reported at all simply because the news media are 
hobbled by a number of challenges that hinder their effectiveness. One of these is low awareness and 
understanding of disaster risk and climate change concepts, plans, policies, programs and in some cases, even 
basic learning points such as definition of terms.   
 
But the news media are crucial to the advocacy for disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation and 
play an important role in building and expanding constituency for climate smart communities and must 
therefore be engaged in a more sustained manner.   
 
In its continuing work with community media around the Philippines, the Center for Community Journalism 
and Development (CCJD) has identified some pressing needs to respond to demands for better reporting on 
disaster risk and climate change: 
 

1) Training on disaster risk and climate change (concepts, frameworks, policies, programs); 
2) Interfaces with DRR and CCA community including relevant institutions e.g. NDRRMC at different 

levels, development agencies such as Oxfam, PAGASA, etc.  
 
The training aims to enhance the capacity of the community news media on disaster risk and climate change 
reporting using public journalism approaches. 
 
It also aims to: 
 

� Establish initial partnership points with relevant development agencies, public sector institutions; 
� Encourage DRR and CCA reporting using public journalism approaches and tools by supporting 

initiatives through fellowship grants; and, 
� Enhance the news media’s personal safety while covering disasters. 

 
Training 1: Writing and Reporting on DRR and CCA Using the Principles of Public Journalism 
 
Three-day Public Journalism in DRR and CCA Reporting training workshop supported by writing fellowships 
in Mindanao for 25 participants from different provinces within the island.   
 


