
 
 
 
 

MEDIA GOVERNANCE, MEDIA IN GOVERNANCE 
 
 

The project seeks to institutionalize strategies and mechanisms for media-citizen engagement through public 
journalism that would address development issues and contribute to the enhancement of public life. By raising 
the professional standards of media through further training on public journalism, the project aims to develop 
a cadre of journalists whose work will impact on public sector and governance reforms.   

 

It also intends to address the problems of media development in order to remove the obstacles 
that hinder Philippine media from playing their role in safeguarding democracy and promoting 
development.  It aims to contribute to the formulation, adoption and enforcement of policies and 
mechanisms enhancing the right to information that would allow for better decision-making on 
the part of citizens.   

 
The Philippines boasts a rowdy and vibrant press that likes to think of itself as the freest in Asia. With the fall of 
the Marcos regime in 1986, an 18-year-old system of media controls collapsed overnight. Into that vacuum 
rushed dozens of new newspapers and radio and television stations as old Marcos-controlled media outlets 
folded or were taken over by the new government. A pluralistic, but somewhat anarchic, media industry came 
into being.  
 
Today, the Philippine media are powerful. They can make or unmake political careers. They influence voting 
behavior, and media celebrities, especially news anchors, have themselves been voted to high public office. 
Media exposés have unearthed wrongdoing in high places and have acted as a deterrent to abuse. The media 
have also succeeded in focusing public attention on issues often neglected by policymakers – such as the 
environment, women, indigenous peoples and other marginalized social groups. 
 
There is strong popular support for a free media among Filipinos, even if the media have been criticized for 
sensational and superficial reporting, for getting facts wrong, and for being used by vested interests. Despite 
their excesses, the media, as shown in the 2001 uprising against President Joseph Estrada, played a pivotal role 
in providing information, encouraging participation in protests by reporting on them, and keeping protesters 
in touch with each other.  
 
In less exceptional circumstances, however, the media have not fully developed their potential to play a 
watchdog and developmental role in Philippine society. The sense of public service and civic responsibility that 
was a mark of the anti-Marcos press soon gave way to crass commercialism as media organizations used their 
freedoms to outdo rivals in the race to peddle newspapers and television programs.  
 
Such unrelenting commercialization has made it difficult for the media to provide citizens the information that 
they need to be able to assess government policy, vote wisely and to otherwise perform their responsibilities as 
citizens.  
 
The problems that hound the media are the same problems that hobble the development and democratization 
of Philippine society. And yet the media themselves can help turn these problems around. Good reporting helps 
citizens focus on problems that need to be addressed and the possible solutions. It can put the spotlight on 
disadvantaged groups and neglected areas, prompting government and citizen action on urgent issues of 
governance and development.  
 



Today there is a shift towards a kind of journalism that encourages citizens and communities to identify and 
solve local problems, to increase participation in public life and in governance: it is called public journalism.  
 
The Center for Community Journalism and Development (CCJD) has begun the experiments on public 
journalism in 1996 with some measure of success. The CCJD started out as a program that brought together 
media and key governance players in a series of interfaces on decentralization.   The program later evolved into 
what is now known as the Center for Community Journalism and Development, a facility for journalists 
working with citizens, communities and institutions for social change.   
 
Several media groups, newspapers and radio stations throughout the Philippines have initiated public 
journalism projects that somehow demonstrated that media can help build community without necessarily 
losing their cherished traditions of autonomy and independence.   
 

The CCJD is now faced with the task of helping these journalists and media organizations, 
especially those belonging to the community press sustain the gains of their public journalism 
projects. They make up a knowledge base that needs to be further nurtured.  The CCJD is also 
faced with the task of helping build a mature press as well as helping journalists reach a consensus 
on their role in governance and in the promotion of democracy and development.  Improving the 
media also requires upgrading the capabilities and ethical standards of journalists, making 
information accessible to them and encouraging them to try new norms and concepts in the 
practice of the craft such as public journalism. 

 
The project intends to build on the gains already made by journalists and media organizations in applying new 
paradigms and approaches in their coverage, reportage of community issues and the development of projects 
or initiatives that encourage greater citizen participation.   
 

OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEESS  

 

1. To raise the professional and ethical standards of media with cadre or pool of skilled 
journalists applying new perspectives in the coverage of, and reportage on, governance and 
community issues with a clearer understanding of media’s role in democracy. 

 
2. To develop a framework for popularizing and replicating good governance practices through media and 

multi-sectoral approaches or strategies. 
 

3. To expand areas for introducing public journalism that will strengthen media-citizen partnership 
mechanisms to address governance and development issues, and to enhance public life. 

 
4. To develop sustaining strategies that will support media-citizen initiatives promoting good governance, 

democracy and development.  

 

 

 


